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611 March 16, 1900 

shipping ports of the south of England, asking for information. I 
inclose a copy of this communication. I have not yet received answers 
to these and will report on their results later. 

My attention was called to the report by your cablegram of the 12th 
instant, since which I have investigated the matter here as thoroughly 
as possible, with the following results : The veterinary surgeon of this 
borough, who holds an official position, being appointed by a central 
governing board in London, and whose duty it is to look after and 
report all infectious and contagious diseases among animals in this 
borough, assures me there is nothing here, and that there is no increase, 
either in the amount of sickness or the number of deaths among dogs, 
cats, or rats, in this community. The medical officer of health, on 
whom I have called several times concerning the report, has also given 
me his aid, but has been unable to find anything of the kind, and 
knows of no disease among the animals here. ' In my work I meet 
hundreds of the poorer people here (firemen, sailors, etc.), who own 
dogs, and whose homes are in the poorer part of the town. Inquiries 
among them show that their dogs are neither ill nor dying, nor have 
they seen any dead. I have called on the chief of the street cleaning 
department (the sweepers and carters are ordered to report their find- 
ings to him), and he assured me that no dead animals had been found 
by his force. I have addressed the same question to a number of the 
sweepers themselves, and in every case they have confirmed these state- 
ments. These are the results of my investigations so far, and I think 
. I am safe in saying that at present there is absolutely nothing in the 
report. 

Eespectfully, W. C. Hobdy, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

FRANCE. 

Reports from Marseilles. 

Marseilles, France, February 17, 1900. 

Sir : I have to respectfully submit the following report of transac- 
tions for the week ended February 17, 1900 : Two vessels were inspected 
and passed during the week. There were no other transactions worthy 
of mention. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Corput, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Marseilles, France, February 26, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended February 24, 1900 : Six vessels have been inspected and passed 
during the week. There have been no other transactions worthy of 
mention. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Corput, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

V. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



